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“Youth are leading the transition to a 
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Social Software

Easy Communication
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Blogs
• Tool of…

– Reflection
– Cognition
– Collaboration
– Record Original 

Thought

• Can be used…
– with RSS
– as a website
– linked to LMS

• Many students blog but…
– Social blogging
– Digital Native Syntax (language)
– Social Networks

Blogs
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Blogs

• Things to watch for…
– SPAM
– Flaming
– Comments (K-12)

RSS

RSS

• Real Simple Syndication
• Rich Site Summary
• Syndicate a site
• Subscribe to a syndicated site
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RSS- Subscriptions
Commercial Aggregator
1. Find feed source
2. Paste feed URL in 

aggregator
3. Subscribe
4. Sit back and enjoy!

Self Aggregate
1. Find feed source
2. Paste feed URL in 

JAVA script writer
3. Copy/Paste Code  
4. Sit back and enjoy!

RSS: Syndicate a Site
1. XML/RSS Headers
2. Channel Information
3. Items
4. Closing tags for channel and RSS

Example: New York Times: Education

RSS: Where to find…

• News papers
• Radio
• TV
• Websites
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RSS Feed in WebCT

Feed2JS

Greenhill WebCT

Sample Feed Source

Wiki
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Wiki
Short for wiki wiki
“Quick” in Hawaiian

Wiki
• Easy to edit public HTML page
• Collaborative document
• Group think

TxDLA Session Wiki

http://dlp4success.com/wiki/index.php?TxdlaConference
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Podcasting

Podcasting is…

RSS feed that contains an mp3 
audio file in an enclosure tag

Podcasting
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Podcasting- Code

How to Create a Podcast
1. Create digital audio file 
2. Add the audio file to an RSS 2.0 feed 
3. Tell the world about your podcast

Resource:
http://www.podcasting-tools.com/how-to-podcast.htm

• Microphone
• Recording device or software
• Basic audio editing software
• Quiet place to record

Podcasting- Equipment
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Podcasting Recording Software

• Replay Radio- Capture radio
• Mix Craft- Mix music and text
• Text Aloud- Text to Speech
• Sound Forge
• Digital Recorder
• MS Sound Recorder

Podcasting

• Write your own code
• Copy and edit existing code
• Use coding program like FeedForAll-

http://www.feedforall.com/order.htm

Podcasting
• Teacher Uses…

– Delivery of lectures
– Share ideas with others
– Share presentations
– Supplement to text or 

course materials

• Student Uses
– Submission of projects
– Capture original ideas
– Submission of assignments
– Read original material in 

student voice
– Radio show

Submit Educational Podcasting:

http://epnweb.org/index.php?view_mode=what
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They may be digital natives 
but…

Thank y’all
Rhonda Blackburn
Assistant Director
Instructional Technology Services
Texas A&M University
004 Heldenfels; 3002 TAMU
College Station, TX 77843-3002
979.862.3977
rblackburn@tamu.edu
http://itsinfo.tamu.edu

Chris Bigenho
Director
Technology Department
Greenhill School
4141 Spring Valley Road
Addison, TX 75001
972.628.5479
bigenhoc@greenhill.org
http://www.greenhill.org


