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Have you scoped your resources? This acrostic would make this an 
easy way to remember what must be checked when considering 
something as a possible resource for research. We can adjust this to 
different grade levels based on amount of necessary scaffolding. This 
is an unfiltered example of S.C.O.P.E. 

 

 
Resource Classification 
PRINT  Journal  Book  Abstract  Brochure 
ELECTRONIC  Website  E-Journal  Recording  Movie 
OTHER  Interview    
 
Complete as much of the following information as you can 
Title: 
Author: 
Publisher: 
Journal Title: 
Date of Publication/Copyright: Volume/Issue: 

Electronic Only 
URL: 
Date of Access: 
Domain: .com | .gov | .org | .net 
Database Used (E-Journals): 
 

Suitability 
Does the material address relevant and significant aspects of 
your question? Yes No 

Is the material a general treatment related to your topic? Yes No 
Does the material address a specific aspect of your topic? Yes No 
Does the material address the specific time period in which you 
are interested? Yes No 

Is the information current as related to your topic? Yes No 
Is the information too technical? Yes No 
Is the information too basic? Yes No 

Electronic Only   
Has the website been recently updated? (date:                          ) Yes No 
Suitability Reflection 
 
 
 



Citations 
Does the reference material provide a bibliography or other 
means of identifying its sources? Yes No 

Does the material include references to other materials? Yes No 
Does the material provide references to resources with other 
viewpoints? Yes No 

Material is based on author’s own research Yes No 

Electronic Only Yes No 
Does the author provide links to related, supporting material? Yes No 
Are the outside links annotated in any way? Yes No 
Do other reputable sites link to this information? Yes No 
Citation Reflection 
 
 

  

 

Objectivity 
Does the author argue a position? (Pro | Con) Yes No 
Is the resource material sponsored by another entity? Yes No 
Is the material published in a vehicle that advocates a particular 
editorial position? Yes No 

Electronic Only Yes No 
Does the site advocate a specific position or philosophy? Yes No 
Does anyone else link to the site? (Who?) Yes No 
Is the site trying to sell anything? Yes No 
Objectivity Reflection 
 
 

  

 

Person 
Is the Author identified? Yes No 
Does the author have credentials to write about the topic? Yes No 
Is the author respected in the field of study? Yes No 
Does the author provide links to other authors or sources that 
you know and trust? Yes No 

Does the author provide any indication of institutional 
affiliations? Yes No 

Electronic Only  No 
Does the author provide a way to request further information? Yes No 
Person Reflection 
 
 

  

 


